,Palaimintasis Teofilius Matulionis — beginkle tiesa“: fotogrdfijos, laiskai,
vyskupo daiktai is sovietiniy kalejimy, tUkstantiniy maldy livdijimai

Mazoms dukterecioms IS uzsienio parvezti sudedami mediniai kiausinukai, paties
vyskupo iskarpyti kalediniai zaislai ir gudriai isdrozinetas dvigubas altorelis, issisiuvineta
mMmonograma ant kamzos ir savo svarko pamusalo.

Tai eksponatai, kurie bus rodomi s. m. geguzes 4 d. 16.30 val. Kaune atidaromoje
parodoje ,Palaimintasis Teofilius Matulionis — beginkle fiesa”. Ekspozicija rengiama
Gyvenimo ir tikejimo institute (GTl) Perkuno name (Aleksoto g. 6). Tai yra vyskupo kankinio
T. Matulionio beatifikacijai skirfy paroduy ciklo tesinys, kuris kita apimtimi jau vyko Vilnivje —
Seime ir DSG galerijoje.

Kauno gofikiniome Perkuno name
eksponuojamos vyskupo tevo kriksto, gimdytojy
Jurgio Matulionio ir Onos Juocepytes santuokos
bel paties Teoflliaus gimimo metrikos is Alantos
baznycCios archyvo. Taip pat 30 stendy su
vyskupo ir jo gausios Seimos nariy nuotraukomis,
su broliais, seserimis, brolienemis ir jy vaikais.

Parodos kadrai gauti 1S arfimiausiy
palaimintojo  giminaiciy, prof. Stanislovo
Sajausko ir Eugenijaus Peikstenio privaciy
kolekcljy, Lietuvos centrinio valstybes archyvo
(LCVA). Pavyzdziui, eksponuojamas didelis
kadras IS LCVA, kuriome - visas tuometines
Lietuvos politinis ir baznytinis elitas, priimantis
Eucharistinio kongreso paradg ant Kauno
soboro laipty 1934 m. liepos 1 d. Kas siek
tiek ISmano tarpukario istorijg ir moka Sifruofi
fotografijos asmeny issidestymqg, pamatys,
kokie prastituo metu buvo Antano Smetonos ir
Lietuvos BaznycCios tarpusavio santykiai, kokie
supleiseje Lietuvos Valstybes ir Vatikano rysiai,
kai nuncijus Antonijus Arata pasodinamas
toliausiainuo prezidento ir Kauno arkivyskupo —
| krastqg, salia neseniaiis soviety Rusijos kalejimy
sugrjzusio vyskupo T. Matulionio.

Atskira Kauno parodos dalis — Teofiliaus
giminaicCiy issaugoti dedes vyskupo tarpukario
atvirlaiskiaiisBerlyno, Aleksandrijos,Romos, taip
pat sovietmecio, kalejimy cenzoriy isbraukyti
rusiski laiskai 1S Orsos ir Vladimiro kalejimy
(1947-1953), arbalietuviski, rasytijau po Stalino
mirties Ir vyskupo amnestijos IS Ypatingosios
paskirties jstaigos — Invalidy namy Mordovijos
ASSR (1953-1956).

T. Matulionio laisky kalba ne bendrine (ir
tuo JI nuostabil). Palaimintojo tekstuose gausu
aukstaitisko Alantos dialekto, tolimy latvizmuy,
rusicizmuy. Pavyzdziui, 1914 m. siusdamas savo
nuotraukg IS Peterburgo mylimai pamotei,
kunigas Teofilius kreipiasi ,,Brangi Matinele".
Arbadaugeliolaisky pabaigoje vietoje norminio
,Mylis tave*, palaimintasis raso ,,Miles tave*. Svento zmogaus rasybos klaidos — taip pat
sventos ir, Siukstu, netaisytinos!

Kauno GTl parodoje ,,Beginkle tiesa" rodomas pluostas nedideliy, bet puosniy
eksponaty, vyskupui T. Matulioniuijteikty pojo grizimojLietuvgis Soviety Sgjungos kalejimuy
1933 m. arba parsivezty is keliones | Amerikg 1934-1936 m.

Kas tie siauri, rozeémis ispuosti kaspineliai, ploni lapeliaie Tai — anuomet baznytingje
aplinkoje populiarus maldy su intencijomis ir dvasiniais pasiaukojimais dokumentiniai
liudijimai. Pavyzdziui, 1934 m. rugsejo 22 d. Kauno metropolijos kunigy seminarijos
aukletiniai islydedami vyskupg T. Matulion] | Amerikg jteike jam surasytq ,.kukly maldy
vainikelj“: Misiy— 548, Sv. Kudikélio Jézaus Teresés noveny —33, gery darby—167. Panasus
maldy liudijimas jteiktas huo Kauno seseliy benediktiniy vaiky darzelio, Sv. Kazimiero
sesery kongregacijos Mergaiciy gimnazijos aukletiniy, o Kauno seserys benediktines
1937 m. vysk. T. Matulioniui jteikia rastg apie 2000 savo ,,ugniniy meiles akty®.

Siais laikais galima su sypsena zvelgtijsig statistikg, bet tairodo, kaip Zzmonés ripinosi
mylimu vyskupu, karstai meldesi uz jj, Siam esant sovietiniy kalejimy ir lageriy nezinioje.
Kas zino, kokios vertes buvo Sie ,,ugniniai aktai vyskupo kankinio sventumo byloje ir
visoje ,,dieviskoje buhalterijoje”, bet priartejusi Teofiliaus beatfifikacija rodo, kad turejo
didele verte.

Kauno Perkuno name rodomas isdailintas Nukryzivotojo Jezaus seseliy laiskas su
,Dvasiskomis gelelemis”, jteiktas vyskupuil 1935 m., lankantis JAV: Misiy, komunijy, stacijy,
rozanciy, litanijy — po 138, atsidusejimy — 138 000. O sios vienuolijos globojamuy naslaiciy
dvasine dovana: 100 Misiy, komunijy, stacijy ir 1000 vaikisky atsidusejimy. Net ir karo
metais 1943 m. geguzes 2 d. Kaune savo dvasinj sveikinimg su maldy liudijimu vysk.
Teofilivi jteike Amzinosios adoracijos dalyves: 350 Misiy, 168 adoracijos valandos, 293
nusigalejimai ir 243 pasninko dienos.

Visi sitie maldy ir nusigalejimy lapeliai ir kaspinelial keliavo vyskupo bagaze po
Amerikqg, kelesi per Atlantg, 1937 m. grjzo | Kaunag, isliko per pirmqgjj sovietmetj, 1943 m.
Teofilivitapusdiecezijosvyskupujie buvo Kaisiadoryse. Uzejusantrajaisoviety okupacijai,
maldy skaicivokles lauke vyskupo, kol Sis grjzo 1S naujy sovietiniy kalejimy ir tremciy
1956 m., jos isvengé KGB kraty ir konfiskavimo Birstone ir Seduvoje, o po T. Matulionio
mirties 1962 m. lauke dar 55 metus palaimintojo dukterecios Marijos Bendoraitienes
privaciame archyve — iki Siy mety beatifikacijos.

Kauno parodos remejai-geradariai: Marija ir Vitas Bendoraiciai, Asta Piktuziene,
Algirdas Saudargas, Paulius Martinaitis, Vaidotas Vaicaitis, Zilvinas Petrauskas, Agné
Sirinskiené&, Audrius Mikitiukas, Darius Auglys, Zenius Mistautas, Evaldas Darskus, Eglé
Stasiene, Vytautas Jankauskas, Lietuvos ,,Caritas”, Paulius Rate, Rimantas Jonas Dagys,
Arimantas Raskinis.

Kauno paroda ,,Palaimintasis Teofilius Matulionis — beginkle tiesa* GTl Perkuno name
velks nuo geguzes 4 d. iki beatifikacijos iskilmiy birzelio 25 d.

Vaidotas Zukas

Blessed Teofilius Matulionis —Unarmed Truth: enlarged photographs, personal
letters and items from Soviet prisons, thousands of prayer testimonies

Small wooden eggs brought by Bishop Matulionis to his nieces as souvenirs from
abroad, Christmas decorations cut out from paper by him, an intricate double altar also
made by the bishop, his embroidered initials on the surplices and the jacket lining.

These items will be on display in the exhibition Blessed Teofilius Matulionis — Unarmed
Truth, which opens on Thursday, May 4 at 4.30 PM. The exhibition, held at the Life and Faith
Institute’s House of Perkunas in Kaunas (Aleksoto Sir. 6), is a continuation of the series of
exhibitions dedicated to the beatification of the martyred bishop Teofilius Matulionis. Two
more exhibitions were organized at the Seimas and
Gallery of the Lithuanian Arfists’ Association.

The exhibition at the spectacular Gothic House
of Perkunas also contains the baptism certificate of
the bishop’s father, the marriage cerfificate of the
bishop's parents Jurgis and Ona (née Juocepyté),
and the birth certificate of Teofilius Matulionis from
the Alanta church archives. It also features 30 stands
with photographs of the bishop and his numerous
family memlbers — brothers, sisters, their spouses and
children.

The photos are courtesy of Prof. Stanislovas
Sajauskasand EugenijusPeikstenis, the closestrelatives
of Blessed Teofilius Matulionis, and the Lithuanian
Central State Archives (LCSA). For example, there
Is a large photograph from the LCSA, in which all
the Lithuanian political and church elite of the time
INnspectsthe Eucharistic Congress paradein Kaunason
July 1, 1934 from the stairs of St. Michael the Archangel
Church. Everybody with alittle knowledge of the inter-
war history and the ability to decode the arrangement
of people in the photograph, will see how poor were
the relations between President Antanas Smetona
and the Lithuanian Church, between the Lithuanian
State and the Holy See, as Nuncio Antonio Arata was
seatedfarthestfromthe president and the archbishop
of Kaunas — next to Bishop Matulionis who had just
returned from his imprisonment in Soviet Russia.

The exhibit also features inter-war postcards
sent by Teofilius Matulionis to his relatives from Berlin,
Alexandria, Rome, letters he sent from the prisons of
Orsha and Viadimir (1947-1953) with many cross-outs
by the prison censors, letters written in Lithuanian aft
the Special purpose institution — Potma Home for
the Disabled in Mordovia ASSR (1953-1956), after the
death of Stalin and the bishop’s amnesty.

Teofilius Matulionis did not write his letters In
standard Lithuanian (and it is amazing!). He wrote
INn the Aukstaifian dialect and included many words
borrowed from Latvian and Russian. Errors of a holy
man are just as holy and should by no means be
corrected.

The exhibition Unarmed Truth features a few small but fancy exhibits, given to Bishop
Teofilius Matulionis after his return to Lithuania from imprisonment in Soviet prisons and
labbor camps in 1933 or brought back from his frip 1o America in 1934-1936.

What are those narrow rose decorated ribbons and thin prayer notese They are
documentary testimonies of prayers with intentions and spiritual sacrifice very popular in
the Church environment of the time. For example, on September 22, 1934, on the eve of
the bishop's frip to the United States of America, he received a “modest prayer crown”
from students of the Kaunas Metropolitan seminary: 548 Mass intentions, 33 novenas of
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, and 167 of good deeds. He also received a similar prayer
testimony from the Benedictine Sisters of Kaunas and students of the Girls Gymnasium of
the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Casimir. In 1937, the Benedictine Sisters of Kaunas
gave Bishop. T. Matulionis a written document of their 2000 “zealous acts of love”.

Nowadays these stafistics may elicit a smile, but they are proof that people cared
for their beloved bishop and prayed for him during his imprisonment. Who knows if the
“zealous acts of love” played any part in the legal case of the martyred bishop and the
“divine book-keeping” on the whole, but the approaching beatification is proof that they
were of great value.

The exhibition In the House of Perkunas contains a letter from the Sisters of Jesus
Crucified with “spiritual flowers™ given to the bishop in 1935 during his visit in the US: Mass,
Communion, Stations of the Cross, rosaries, litanies — 138 of each, as well as 138 000 short
prayers. The spiritual gift from the orphans fostered by the sisters: 100 Masses, Communions,
Stations of the Cross, and 1000 children’s prayers.

Even during the war, on May 2, 1943, in Kaunas, partficipants of Eucharistic Adoration
handed thelr spirifual greeting and a prayer testimony to Bishop Teofilius: 350 Masses, 168
adoration hours, 293 resolves and 243 days of fasting.

All these prayer notes and ribbons travelled in the bishop’s luggage around United
States and across the Atlantic Ocean, were brought back to Kaunasin 1937 andremained
there during the first Soviet occupation. Finally, when Teofilius became bishop of the
diocese, they were taken to Kaisiadorys where they stayed until his return from deportation
in 1956. They were not found during the KGB searches in Birstonas and Seduva after bishop
Matulionis’ death in 1962, and spent another 55 years in the private archive of his niece
Marija Bendoraitiene. Until this year.

The sponsors-benefactors of the exhibition dedicated to Bishop T. Matulionis in Kaunas
are: Marija ir Vitas BendoraicCiai, Asta Piktuziene, Algirdas Saudargas, Paulius Martinaitis,
Vaidotas Vaicaitis, Zilvinas Petrauskas, Agné Sirinskiené, Audrius Mikitiukas, Darius Auglys,
/enius Mistautas, Evaldas Darskus, Egle Stasiene, Vytautas Jankauskas, Caritas Lithuaniq,
Paulius Rate, Rimantas Jonas Dagys, and Arimantas Raskinis.

The exhibition Blessed Teofilius Matulionis—Unarmed Truth at the LFI's House of Perkunas
IN Kaunas will be open from May 4 unfil the beatification ceremony on June 25.

Translation by Judita Gliauberzonaite



